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       It is time to wake up those sleeping beauties whether buried in trenches, covered with styro foam cones or sheltered in a house.  When there is no danger of frost, or snowstorm and the soil and the air feel warm with the arrival of spring in late April, bring back the roses to receive the sun.  It is time to break the dormancy and rejuvenate the roses.

Pruning

         Pruning is like spring-cleaning for the roses.  Pruning promotes fresh growth. The basic rules for pruning for any kind of modern rose are the same.  Remove the dead wood, diseased and weak branches and crossing canes in all roses, old or modern.  Once you accomplish this, further pruning is simple. If you have time and energy, prune the old fashioned way giving great deal of attention to each and every rose.  When time and energy are limiting factors, simply use the electric shears to your heart's content!  It may be difficult to use huge pruning shears on miniature roses. 

        Whatever method you choose, prune HT to 1/3 of its original size, Floribunda, Grandiflora, and shrubs to 2/3 of their original size, minis ½ to 2/3 of their size.  Make a clean cut just above the out growing bud.  If boring insect is a problem in your area, you may seal the cut end.  If you are an exhibitor, you may need long stemmed huge blooms in HT.   If so, keep only few strong canes and remove the weak stems.   Prune climbers to encourage lateral growths by snipping off the cane tips. You probably have pruned the old garden roses in late fall after they finished blooming.  Still in mid spring, prune old garden roses to give them a pleasing form. 

        After pruning remove the foliage.  Last year's foliage may carry infectious microorganisms, fungal spores or pest eggs. Use a dormant oil containing sulfur to kill all the harmful organisms.  Spray with dormant oil early in the evening not in the afternoons as the oil may burn up the plant.

Fertilizing

       Fertilize when the soil temperature is warm enough (above 45 F) for nutrient uptake.  Low temperatures slow down nutrient uptake. Use a balanced fertilizer NPK 20-20-20.  Applying too much nitrogen will encourage foliage production over bloom production. Fertilizing in rain is waste of time, money and energy.  When it rains, quite a few nutrients (Magnesium, calcium, nitrogen, etc.) will leach away as such these will not be available for root uptake.  It is safer to use organic fertilizers, as nutrient leaching slower in them; there will also be a steady continuous supply of nutrients for plant uptake. Unlike chemical fertilizers in which nutrients are readily available for root uptake, organic fertilizers will slowly release nutrients by microbial activity.

        You may also use alfalfa pellets as a source of nitrogen and growth regulators.  Ferment a handful of pellets in a 32- gallon garbage container. Keep it covered, as the smell emanating from fermentation is rather unpleasant.  Sprinkle a tablespoon of Epsom salt (source of Magnesium) around the base of bush to encourage basal break (new strong shoots from the very base).

Finger Pruning  

      Pruned roses in a few weeks will produce abundant new growths. A number of new shoots will arise on a single node.  This will create an intense competition for food (essential and trace elements) especially if you have not fertilized because of rains.  There may not be adequate nutrient supply for abundant growths. There will also be number of blind shoots (shoots not ending in inflorescence). Finger pruning, the removal of young shoots will decrease nutrient competition. Just leave one shoot at a node, and remove the shoots growing inwards.  This, in addition, by creating good ventilation will minimize infection.  

Bugs and Diseases

       Hibernating pests also emerge out to feast on young shoots. Hot humid rainy conditions favor damping spore germination, fungal proliferation and disease out break.  Remember, "Prevention is better than control".  I favor biological controls such as use of neem containing products both for preventing bad bug and microbial attacks on roses. Diana told me that Japanese beetles were there during unusual warm weather in winter.  Please refer to the previously published article for control of Japanese beetles in your newsletter. The article is available also in www.ars.org.  For detailed information on controls you may refer to my   article entitled Biological vs Chemical Controls" in my website: www.lakshmi-sridharan.com 

Mulching

        Remove old mulch as spores of pathogenic fungi over winter in them; bad bugs may also be hibernating in them.  Use organic or decorative mulch to keep the soil moist and warm and to prevent weed growth.

Bloom Production

     A couple of months after pruning, you will see floral buds in rose bushes.  To encourage bigger blooms, you may remove the side buds to channel more energy into the central floral bud in a HT.  To get a huge spray, remove the central bud early in development for a uniform development of blooms with a pleasing over all appearance.

       Giving a proper early care to plants would ensure healthy growth and abundant bloom production.  The purpose of gardening is to enjoy the blooms and share their beauty with friends and relatives.  

